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contributions. These intraparty transfers amounted to $161 million in 2010, up 
from $10 million in 1990. About 75 percent of the member-to-member contribu-
tions come from leadership PACs, reflecting their primary purpose of cultivating 
colleagues in pursuit of leadership positions;23 leadership PACs account for only 
6 percent of the member-to-party contributions. The Hill committees still raise 
most of their funds from individuals and regular PACs, but contributions from 
members and leadership PACs have accounted for as much as 25 percent of a 
committee’s receipts in recent years.24

How have the parties used this money? The FECA allows only a small share 
of it to go directly to candidates for their campaigns; party committees are subject 
to the PAC limit of $5,000 for House candidates, $43,100 (in 2012) for Senate 
candidates. The FECA does, however, allow the parties to spend additional sums 
in coordination with their candidates’ campaigns; these are subject to higher limits 
that rise with inflation, and some party assistance does take this form. For 2012, 
parties were allowed to spend up to $44,200 for House candidates, and between 
$88,400 and $2,458,500 for Senate candidates depending on a state’s population.25 

Prior to the enactment of the Bipartisan Campaign Finance Reform Act 
of 2002 (BCRA), the Hill committees had exploited a loophole in the FECA 

Source:  Center for Responsive Politics, “Spreading the Wealth,” at http://www.opensecrets.
org/bigpicture/wealth.php?cycle=2010 (accessed October 28, 2011).
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Figure 5-12  �House and Senate Members’ Contributions to 
Congressional Campaign Committees, 1990–2010


